
Murasaki Shikibu
The woman behind the worlds first novel



Concept Summary

This graphic novel tells the story of Murasaki Shikibu, a Japanese woman credited with writing the world's 

first novel, The Tale of Genji. Murasaki was born into an aristocratic family in the 970’s. She grew up 

sheltered from the outside world where women were expected to be able to read and write. Murasaki was 

a prodigy and could speak and write in both Japanese and Chinese. When she was in her twenties, she 

was married to a man twice her age. He died two years later, but the two had a daughter. Instead of 

remarrying, Murasake began to write The Tale of Genji. She used her novel and the characters in it to 

give the world a glimpse into the life of a woman in her time. She lived a comfortable life, but she was 

lonely and spent most of her time by herself, often being the subject of other aristocratic gossip. The Tale 

of Genji earned her a spot on the imperial court, where she became the tutor of Empress Shoshi, whom 

she secretly taught Chinese. The Chinese language was something only men were supposed to know.

Goals
-I want to be more dynamic when it comes to framing and angles.


-I want to improve at drawing the same style consistently.


-Explore drawing different body types, faces, ages.



Pitch Board

Spread 1: The novel opens with young Murasaki learning to read and 
writing in her diary. She reflects on how her aristocratic upbringing 
gave her literacy, and her rare talent for reading Chinese. A flashback 
shows her father stating its a shame she wasn’t a boy. The next scene 
moves quickly through her marriage to an older man, the birth of their 
child, and her husband’s death.

Spread 2: This spread would depict her life after her husbands death 
and her beginning to write The Tale of Genji. One page would be 
dedicated going into her imagination and exploring the world she was 
creating as well as some of the characters and plot points. The world in 
her book would be drawn in the style of Heian Period art.

Spread 3: The final spread would be of how she was treated in the 
imperial court and how she was gossiped about. It would also depict 
her teaching Empress Shoshi the Chinese language. The final panel is a 
narration of how her work helped form the Japanese culture as well as 
literature around the world with a visual of her statue in Kyoto. Pinterest

https://pin.it/2L0BmCtGl


Layout Inspiration

Sean Murphy's Zorro: Man of the Dead with you!

Lienna Sterte

Stand Still. Stay Silent - webcomic
Goseki Kojima.



Style Inspiration

Chang Sheng

takehiko inoue

Akira Yamaguchi 

Lienna Sterte

https://www.penguinrandomhouse.com/authors/2311887/chang-sheng/


Examples of My Work



Week 2



Script Outline



Pinterest Research Started



Thumbnails / Cover

Version 1 Version 2



Thumbnails / Spread 1

Version 1 Version 2



Thumbnails / Spread 2

Version 1 Version 2



Thumbnails / Spread 3

Version 1 Version 2



Week 3



Revised Thumbnails / Front & Back



Revised Thumbnails / Spread 1



Revised Thumbnails / Spread 2



Revised Thumbnails / Spread 2



Style Tests



Style Tests



Reflection
After speaking with my group, the things I need to 

work on for my next set of drawings is:

-  Make the panel of Murasaki looking at the moon more clear and readable


- Start to refine my thumbnails now that I have a set layout


- Implement my chosen style onto all my panels


- Draw parts of the background in some panels


- Experiment with type to use for the title


- I want to put more effort into the individual panels now that my thumbnails are set


- Start to use a fine line brush instead of a sketchy pencil brush


- Get an idea of what all the characters look like before working on the panels


- Capture emotions while also keeping the style consistent 



Week 4



During the Heian Era, in Kyoto, Japan, a 
girl was born into an aristocratic family. 

Murasaki Shikubu was raised like any 
other noble woman, but Shikibu was 
special. She was gifted in literature. 

 She surpassed the expectations of a 
noble woman and learned how to read 
and write in Chinese as well, a skill only 

men were supposed to have.

Its a shame you 
weren’t born a boy

Progress day 1



Progress day 2



Color Test



Week 5



Progress Day 1



Progress Day 1



Progress Day 2
Cover & title



Progress Day 2
Spread 1 inked & grayscale


Chosen type



Progress Day 2
Spread 2 inked & grayscale


Chosen type



Week 6



Progress Day 1
Front and back cover


Print out

behind the

Curtain

WRITTEN & ILLUSTRATED BY:
LEAH BLOSS

紫
式
部

The Story 
Of Murasaki Shikibu 

Author Of The First Ever Novel

Born into the glittering yet confined world 
of the Heian court, Murasaki Shikibu knew both 

privilege and sorrow. Widowed young, she turned to 
writing for solace and rebellion. From nights beneath the 
moon at Lake Biwa came The Tale of Genji—a work that 

reshaped literature. Though faced with rivalries and loneliness 
at court, her voice endured. Murasaki’s legacy is not only as 

the world’s first novelist, but as a woman who turned 
grief into timeless art.











Progress Day 2
Black and white test print book









Progress Day 2
Chosen font in Indesign








Week 7



Progress Day 1

Written & Illustrated by Leah Bloss

紫
式
部

Murasaki Shikibu:  

The Woman Who Wrote The First Ever Novel





Day 1 Proof







Day 2 Proof








